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JAMIE DIAZ                   September 15 - October 29, 2022 
Even Flowers Bleed   
 

Daniel Cooney Fine Art is truly honored to present "Even Flowers Bleed," a debut solo exhibition of 
watercolor paintings by artist Jamie Diaz dating from 2013-2022. These works are being shown for the first 
time to the public from the personal collection of Gabriel Joffe, co-curator of this exhibition and Jamie’s 
close friend. In addition to her paintings, a selection of Jamie’s original comics will be on display. 

Jamie Diaz is a Mexican American trans woman and artist currently incarcerated in Texas. All the paintings 
in the exhibition were made in her cell with the very limited supplies available on the inside. "Jamie is a 
spunky, boundary pushing artist whose work is a revolutionary testament to the power of queer prisoner 
creation," remarks longtime collaborator and director of A.B.O. Comix, Casper Cendre.  

Born in Waukegan, IL in 1958, Jamie grew up and came of age in Houston, TX. Jamie started drawing and 
painting as a teenager and is both a self-taught artist and musician. Shaped by the politics and culture of 
Houston in the 60s through 90s, Jamie drew inspiration from a variety of sources from underground comics 
and tattoo artists such as Ed Hardy and Cliff Raven to the Dutch masters—Vermeer, Rembrandt, Van Gogh. 
She has deep admiration for artists that went against the grain such as German artist Hans Bellmer, author 
William S. Burroughs, and photographer Robert Mapplethorpe. 

Jamie's first experience with incarceration was in 1973, when she was sent to a juvenile reform school for 6 
months, and currently she been incarcerated at a men’s prison for 27 years of a life sentence. She is eligible 
for parole in 2025 after 30 years of confinement.  

There is a population of about two million people locked up in the U.S. made invisible to most by the 
enormous state and federal prison industrial complex. "They are largely hidden from public view except for 
the efforts of the few who peer into the recesses from the outside, and for those illuminating the darkness 
from the inside," says Nell Gaither, president of the Dallas-based Trans Pride Initiative. "Jamie Diaz is a trans 
prisoner who is sparking her own unique and very personal fire inside."  

Jamie's work conveys the resilience of the human spirit, with a message of love, hope, and beauty. The title 
of this exhibit, "Even Flowers Bleed," comes from her large collection of still lifes by the same title where 
claws and thorns drip blood, surrounding vases of flowers. Jamie explains, "Everything bleeds, everything 
feels pain. We’re not the only ones...even flowers can hurt. That’s just part of nature." As in most of her work, 
struggle and beauty are simultaneously present.  

Jamie’s art has been featured in several group shows, and her comics have been included in publications 
including: A Queer Prisoners Anthology, Vols I-V (A.B.O. Comix, 2017-2021), How to Wait (Sage Persing, 
2019), and Passage & Place (Deviant Type Press, 2014). Her first full-length comic book, Queer Angels and 
Devils is forthcoming this fall from A.B.O. Comix.  

"I believe it is important to shed as much light as possible on inequality as well as show the integrity, 
courage, beauty, and love of LGBTQ people," Jamie states. "We are not all good or all bad, we are just 
human with our own struggles, hopes, dreams, and desires. And it is for you most of all, beautiful queer 
people, that I create and dedicate my art. I hope that my art will honor you and bring you joy." 

The gallery will host a public opening on September 15: 6 – 8 pm. 

Please contact the gallery with inquiries at dan@danielcooneyfineart.com or 212-255-8158. 


